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 INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION STUDY PAPER  -  PARAGLIDING 
This study guide is provided to enable students to  prepare for the multiple choice Intermediate 
Paragliding Certificate theory examination which must be must be passed prior to the issue of an 
Intermediate Paragliding Pilot Certificate.   
The multiple choice examination is in two parts, to achieve a pass an applicant must correctly 
answer all Part A questions (1 to 20) and correctly answer 75% of Part B questions (20 to 80).   

Failure in either part will require entire re-examination.   
A student must be able to answer any of the questions and have an understanding of the subjects listed below. 
 

PART A  Required Pass 100% 
What are the VMC criteria below 10,000' amsl? 
Other than during the launch and landing phase, what is 
the minimum height a glider may be flown over any city, 
town or populous area? 
What is the minimum distance a paraglider may be flown 
from spectators? 
What are the rules of the air: 
  When two gliders are approaching at different heights? 
  When joining a thermal? 
  When a glider overtakes another? 
  When two gliders approach head on along a ridge? 
  When two gliders approach head on in clear air? 
  When two gliders approach at right angles? 
  When entering a thermal below a sailplane? 
What technique is used to recover from a wing tip tuck? 
What is the recovery technique from a stall whilst in a 
turn? 
How do you recover from a full stall? 
What are the pilot responsibilities regarding right of way? 
What are the legal requirements as to when and where a 
paraglider may be flown? 
When may a person act as pilot-in-command of a 
paraglider? 
What are the priorities of First Aid? 
What are the pilot responsibilities for collision avoidance? 
Which rule of paragliding differs from those of sailplanes? 
What is the HGFA recommended time between parachute 
repacks? 
What problems are associated with hang gliders and 
paragliders flying together? 
 
 
 

PART B  Required Pass 75% 
Define the following: 
  Centre of Pressure.  Centre of Gravity. 
  Wing Loading.   Parasitic Drag. 
  Induced Drag.   Angle of Attack. 
  Relative Airflow.  Chord. 
  Stalling Angle of Attack. Span. 
  Glide Ratio.   L/D. 
What problems could be experienced when launching or 
landing in snow? 
When is a paraglider most likely to enter a parachutal 
stall? 
Describe the effect increased wing loading has on glide 
ratio in nil wind? 
What factors determine if you fly or not when the wind is 
very strong? 
Describe the effect on glide ratio by wind direction. 
Describe the effect on glide ratio at high altitude. 
What is the most appropriate way to deflate the glider 
when landing in strong winds? 

 
 
 
How does wing loading affect stall speed? 
Define the following weather terms: 
  Isobars.  Lapse Rate. 
  Dewpoint.  A trough. 
What are the units of measurement used in air navigation 
for speed, distance, direction and height? 
Before attempting to fly downwind from a ridge, what 
factors must you consider? 
What are the most appropriate ways to pick wind direction 
and strength inland whilst in flight? 
What the most appropriate actions that should be taken 
after outlanding in a paddock after a cross country flight? 
What is the best approach for landing:  in a tight field; and 
in an unobstructed LZ? 
What is the accepted standard approach and landing 
pattern for paragliders at general aviation aerodromes 
where paragliding operations are permitted? 
What are the dangers involved in flying in frontal lift? 
What is windshear? 
What are the dangers in flying in lee side rotor? 
What is the use of a WAC? 
What should be used to determine airspace restrictions 
around major airports? 
What does the abbreviation ERC stand for and why is an 
ERC important? 
Describe a Full stall. 
What is the effect of a total collapse? 
What do the terms: area QNH; NOTAM; CAR and CAO 
represent, what are they used for? 
What does the HGFA Operations Manual contain? 
What is an MBZ, what is required to fly in an MBZ? 
Where can a paraglider be legally flown? 
Why should care be taken when flying with a sailplane? 
How would you adjust your airspeed to achieve: 
  best glide ratio in nil wind; 
  best climb rate in lift;  
  best glide ratio in strong sink? 
Describe the hazards that could be encountered when 
flying in the vicinity of a thunderstorm? 
What is the main problem associated with using trim tabs? 
What should a pilot do when entering wind shadow? 
What is cloudsuck? 
What are the duties of a helper when assisting another 
pilot to launch? 
When is katabatic airflow likely to occur? 
What is convergence & where is it likely to occur? 
Why do some thermals produce clouds and others not? 
How does lapse rate influence thermal conditions? 
What is an inversion layer? 
 


