ASIC

RECREATIONAL FLYER GROUPS INFORMATION SHEET

What is an ASIC and its purpose?

An ASIC is an Aviation Security Identification Card.

An ASIC is an identification medium that identifies that the holder has met the necessary threshold assessment requirements to attain an ASIC and is permitted to be in a secure area, of a security controlled airport, in the course of their duties.

An ASIC enables an airport operator to provide the ASIC holder with the ability to obtain unescorted access of a secure area. However, the holding of an ASIC does not in itself give a right of access to a particular secure area of an airport. That capacity remains entirely in the control of the airport operator.

The intent of an ASIC is to ensure that a person who has access to the secure areas of an airport has been background checked and is not considered to be a risk of unlawful interference with aviation.

Who needs an ASIC?
All persons requiring regular access to secure areas at a security controlled airport will require an ASIC. A security controlled airport is defined as an airport that has Regular Public Transport (RPT) Flights. This definition applies to airports regardless of the number of RPT services the airport has.    

Who does not need an ASIC?

Passengers and people welcoming or farewelling passengers do not require an ASIC, providing that they have passed through screening and clearing procedures, and are in an area set aside specifically for the use of passengers and other screened visitors, such as a departure lounge.
What are the assessment requirement checks?
An ASIC applicant must undergo the following checks and satisfy mandatory requirements to obtain an ASIC;

- A criminal history check by the Australian Federal Police 

- A Politically Motivated Violence Check by the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation

- A Lawful Citizen Check by the Department of Immigration, Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs (only applies if the applicant is not an Australian citizen)

What if I have a criminal record? Will I automatically be excluded from obtaining an ASIC? 

Not necessarily – it will depend on the nature of the crime for which you were convicted. Convictions relating to unlawful interference with aviation would exclude you from being issued with an ASIC.

If the issuing body is unable to issue an ASIC because of an adverse criminal record, an application can be made to DOTARS who will consider the criminal record, based against stipulated guidelines, and the Secretary may give approval for the issue of an ASIC.

The decision not to issue an ASIC can be appealed by lodgement with the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.

How do I get an ASIC?
An application for an ASIC must be made through an ASIC Issuing Body. The issuing body will be able to supply you with all the necessary documents that you will need to apply for an ASIC. These will include the Application and Consent Forms, which when signed by the applicant, allow the assessment check to progress.

Who are the Issuing Bodies?
All security controlled airports that have RPT capacity are ASIC Issuing Bodies.

I have approached my local airport, they have RPT services but they won’t issue me with an ASIC.

The Department of Transport and Regional Services (DOTARS) is currently reviewing applications from a number of Commonwealth agencies and aviation industry participants to become an authorised issuing body enabling the issue of ASICs.

Under the provisions of the Aviation Transport Security Regulations 2005, the requirement to display an ASIC at a “new entrant” airport does not come in to force until 1 January 2006.

In addition to the information on ASICs available on the website www.dotars.gov.au), all registered pilots will receive an information pack in the post.

An alternative is to approach a recently approved ASIC issuing body industry participant.
Such an authority is Aviation ID Australia, operating out of Merimbula airport.  Mr Ian Baker can be contacted on 02 6495 2881 or aviat.id@bigpond.net.au. Ian is currently accepting enquiries from persons who have a legitimate need to enter the secure areas of security controlled airports and require an ASIC for that purpose.

How much will an ASIC cost me?
The cost of an ASIC is set by the Issuing Bodies and can vary between agencies.  As a general rule an ASIC might cost around $145.00 (Some agencies add a bond amount to ensure the ASIC holder returns the card when it is no longer required).  
PILOT RELATED QUESTIONS:

Where can I get an ASIC?

You may approach your nearest airport operator. If you are unable to apply for an ASIC by this means, you may wish to contact another approved Issuing Body.

Aviation Industry Participants (AIPs) as Issuing Body

DOTARS has recently approved an AIP registered as ‘Aviation ID Australia Pty Ltd’ as an approved Issuing Body for ASICs.

Contact details are as follows:

 


Ian Baker







Aviation ID Australia Pty Ltd




Tel: (02) 6495 2881




Fax: (02) 6495 2885




Email: aviat.id@bigpond.net.au 

Aviation ID Aust Ltd will accept approaches from all genuine persons who, for a lawful purpose, require an ASIC to enter a secure area of a security controlled airport.

Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA)

CASA has confirmed that the aviation regulator will soon become an issuing authority for ASICs. 

The move is in response to an industry need for a central ASIC card issuer and will allow pilots a more convenient method of obtaining an ASIC in order to enter secure areas of security controlled airports from 1 January 2006.

CASA will process the ASIC applications at its new Licensing and Registration Centre currently being established in Canberra. CASA is aiming to begin accepting applications around mid October 2005.

CASA will issue details of its ASIC service very soon.

As a separate, but equally relevant exercise, the Office of Transport Security (OTS) will write to all pilots with a current medical certificate, advising them that CASA is now an option they can consider to obtain an ASIC. 

Included in this write-out will be a Consent Form to be signed and returned to OTS as a part of the June 2005 decision by Cabinet for all holders of ASICs to be reviewed.

If an ASIC is only required for RPT airports and I only fly in and out of General Aviation (GA) airports, do I still need an ASIC?

No. GA only airports do not have ASIC requirements.

What if I use airports that have RPT and GA services and I only use the GA component of the airport?

An ASIC would be required in this scenario as to land and / or take off, you will be required to have access to the runway which is classed as the secure area of the RPT section of the airport.

What about my passengers?

Where passengers are travelling directly between an aircraft and the terminal building, they are not required to hold and/or display an ASIC.

I have heard that at some airports I need an ASIC now and at other airports it is not until 1 January 2006. Which are the airports that I need to hold and display an ASIC now?

The transitional airports are the airports that an ASIC is required currently. These airports already have airside security zones established and are:

(
Adelaide Airport
(
Alice Springs Airport
(
Avalon Airport
(
Ayers Rock Airport
(
Ballina Airport
(
Brisbane Airport
(
Broome Airport
(
Cairns Airport
(
Canberra Airport
(
Christmas Island Airport
(
Coffs Harbour Airport
(
Coolangatta Airport
(
Darwin Airport
(
Hamilton Island Airport
(
Hobart Airport
(
Launceston Airport
(
Mackay Airport
(
Maroochydore Airport
(
Melbourne Airport
(
Mt Isa Airport
(
Newcastle Airport
(
Norfolk Island Airport
(
Perth Airport
(
Port Hedland Airport
(
Proserpine Airport
(
Rockhampton Airport
(
Sydney Airport
(
Townsville Airport.
At any other airport in the country that has RPT services, an ASIC must be displayed with effect from 1 January 2006.

See the website: http://www.dotars.gov.au/transsec/aviation/prescribed_airport_operators.aspx

If I have been background checked as part of the photographic pilot licensing requirements, do I need to have another background check to get an ASIC?

Yes. The backgrounds checks involved in obtaining an ASIC are far more rigorous than those for pilot licence checks. However, if a pilot applies for a photographic licence within 2 years of having an ASIC background check, the ASIC checks will suffice and no additional background check will be required.

The CASA website: http://www.casa.gov.au provides information relevant to background checks for pilot licences as distinct from ASICs.

How long is the validity of the background checks?

The background checks are valid for the life of an ASIC which is 2 years. Upon the expiry of an ASIC, you will be required to undergo a new set of criminal record checks. 

Any other ASIC related queries?

Please contact the Department of Transport and Regional Services on 1300 132 400 or www.dotars.gov.au/transsec/atsa
